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The Use of Social Media by Jordanian Science Journalists and Its
Implications for the Accuracy of Journalistic Content
Farah Yahya Zaatreh - The University of Jordan, Amman-Jordan
Abstract

This study aimed to explore the use of social media by Jordanian science
journalists and its implications for the accuracy of journalistic content. The
descriptive-analytical method was adopted, utilizing a questionnaire as the
primary research tool. The study sample consisted of 178 journalists, all
members of the Jordanian Press Association who use social media in covering
scientific issues. The results revealed that the majority of journalists primarily
rely on social media to gather scientific information, with Facebook being the
most preferred platform (61.8%). Furthermore, the spread of unverified
scientific news was identified as a significant threat to journalistic credibility,
with an impact rate of 61.8%, despite the journalists' high awareness of the
importance of information verification. The study recommended the
development of specialized training programs to enhance journalists’ critical
verification skills, the establishment of specialized verification units within
media institutions, the promotion of balance between audience interaction and
editorial independence and encouraging diversity in scientific information

sources beyond traditional social media platforms.

Key words: Social Media, Scientific Content, Science Journalism, Jordan,

Journalism
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